DURABLE DAUNTLESS DYKES
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February / March 2006
Matrix Guild Vic. Inc. was founded by and for
the benefit of Lesbians over forty years of age. We are committed to the support of appropriate care and
accommodation choices and alternative lifestyle options for the older lesbians in Victoria.
Matrix Guild is a non funded organization and relies on money raised from functions such as
the Satin & Silk Ball, Denim and Leather Dance, and other events held during the year and also your generous
donations, which are
Tax Deductible.
By supporting these events and making donations to Matrix Guild Vic. you are in effect supporting yourself in your
senior years.

***********************************
One way you can support Matrix is to buy a
Coming Home Book.
You could ring Jane and ask for one to be sent in the post .
What is it like to come out aged over 40?
Six totally different stories with one unvarying conclusion
“I am so glad I did it!”
$11 a copy.
And with each book you buy you will assist us to help all lesbians.
*********************************

Matrix Guild’s Managing Committee
meets 6.30 pm the 3rd Tuesday of the month at the Betty Day Centre - 67 Argyle street St Kilda. You are most welcome
to attend and contribute. Ring to check if meeting is still on 3rd Tues. before you come - 0438 411 441.
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Private Lives Survey
Please note that Gay & Lesbian Health Victoria Australian Research Centre in Sex, Health & Society Latrobe University
still need to further analyse the Private Lives data by age and location to better understand if the health and health care
issues/challenges faced by GLBTI people are uniform regardless of age and/or location or whether these factors
independently impact on GLBTI health and well-being.
In research undertaken by the Ministerial Advisory Committee on Gay and Lesbian Health the findings clearly
demonstrate the range of health issues and inequalities faced by GLBTI Victorians with most of these issues and
inequalities resulting in negative or poorer health and well-being outcomes compared to heterosexual Victorians
(MACGLH, 2003a). According to the findings such outcomes are commonplace across the health system and arise from
GLBTI people’s regular experiences of homophobia and transphobia, discrimination, social isolation, and invisibility
both within the health system specifically and society more generally (MACGLH, 2003a, 2003b). The following statistics
evidence some of the health issues and inequalities well. Compared to their heterosexual counterparts:
GLBTI young people are four times more likely to suicide and gay men fourteen times more times more
likely to suicide.
Gay men are 50% more likely to smoke, lesbians 100% more likely.
GLBTI people are three to five times more likely to be diagnosed with depression.
Gay and bisexual men are 80 times more likely to be diagnosed with anal cancer.
Lesbians are significantly less likely to participate in regular pap and breast screening.
In a recent Canadian study (Canadian Rainbow Health Coalition, 2005) GLBTI people were significantly more likely to
have unmet health needs (21.8%) compared to heterosexual people (12.8%). The cost of these unmet health needs was
estimated to translate into 3,300 premature deaths at a cost of $8 billion per annum. Based upon the relative
comparability between Canada and Australia in regards to population and health systems, it is reasonable to conclude
that the level of unmet health needs would be similar locally.
More recent Australian studies shed further light on the health inequalities faced by GLBTI people and their impact with
data collected by the Victorian Gay and Lesbian Rights Lobby (2005) showing that, in a sample of 652 GLBTI

Victorians, over 80% had felt publicly insulted due to indirect negative statements. Within a health setting 20.5% of this
group reported having been discriminated due to their gender identity or sexuality. Recent Australian data (Private
Lives, unpublished) found that, in a sample of over 5,500 GLBTI people, approximately 30% reported receiving a
negative or neutral response to their disclosure of their gender identity or sexuality within an acute setting – as an inpatient, as an outpatient or as a patient in an accident and emergency ward.
Most compelling of all the recent findings are those drawn from Private Lives. Of the seven Australian National Health
Priority Areas (Department of Health and Aging; 2005) five are of particular relevance to GLBTI people: asthma, cancer,
cardiovascular health, diabetes, and mental health. Based on recent Australian data (Private Lives, Unpublished), found
that of the 5,476 GLBTI participants,
24% had received a diagnosis of asthma;
5% had been diagnosed with skin cancer;
11% had been diagnosed with heart disease or stroke;
11% had a diagnosis of high cholesterol;
37% were smokers and
3% had been diagnosed with diabetes;
33% had been diagnosed with anxiety; and,
33% a diagnosis of depression.
Comparing a number of these conditions to population data we find GLBTI people alarmingly over-represented. For
example, the AIHW (2005) puts the national prevalence of asthma as 10% in the adult population, the national
prevalence of skin cancer is 2.8% (AIHW, 2004), of high cholesterol is 8% (ABS, 2003), of anxiety is 10% (AIHW,
1998), and of depression 6% (AIHW, 1998).
Aside from illustrating a range of health disparities and unmet health needs these figures also illustrate the relative
ignorance that exists regarding the health and well-being of GLBTI people in both health care practice and population
health studies. As with the earlier-mentioned Canadian figures that articulated the loss in human, financial and societal
terms the above health discrepancies underline the need for good health care practice and population health data and
policy.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any comments and/or questions. Regards to you and all the Matrix Guild
members and supporters.
Nikos Thomacos
Manager - Health Education & Policy, Gay & Lesbian Health Victoria, Australian Research Centre in Sex, Health &
Society, Latrobe University. Tel: +61 3 9285 5204 Fax: +61 3 9285 5220 Mob: 0417 059 413
*****************************************************

Information from ALSO about a part time seniors job.

Over the Rainbow
The State Government recently announced that The ALSO Foundation will receive a grant of $30,000 through the
Department of Victorian Communities - 'Go for your life' physical activity grants program. The grant will fund a new
initiative from ALSO to encourage gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender seniors to be physically active and to assist in
overcoming mental health issues such as social isolation and depression. This will further ALSO's ongoing work being
undertaken as part of its GLBT Seniors project.
In acknowledging receipt of the grant funds, Adam Pickvance CEO of The ALSO Foundation said; "these grant funds
will really move along some critical areas within our GLBT seniors project. We want to see heaps of our seniors, their
friends, family and supporters out and about, being active, healthy and having fun - these grant funds will enable ALSO
to take a proactive lead in providing the opportunities for this to happen".
The Over the Rainbow project will commence in early 2006 with the employment of a GLBT Seniors Activity Officer by
ALSO, Adam Pickvance said 'this position will be the first of its kind, we are really breaking new ground here'.

Ring ALSO 9267 4999 for Information.
**********************************************
ALSOCare & Benevolent Society Inc,
the charitable arm of The ALSO Foundation,
will be opening the

ALL SO FABULOUS OPPORTUNITY SHOP
in Collingwood in December & invite volunteers to lend a hand.
For further details call ALSO on 9827 4999 or
email members@also.org.au

The following are two feature stories that Matrix was able to get printed in
the gay press, MCV, in October 2005.

CLASS ACT: 4 Decades of Activism.
Jean Taylor
Jean is a founding member of Matrix Guild.
She faithfully attends every Matrix AGM and takes a keen interest in our activities.
I consider myself extremely fortunate that I was born when I was, in Melbourne in 1944, because I feel I have lived
through and participated in and been influenced by as well as helped to affect one of the most influential and exciting
periods of herstory for lesbians and womyn generally. I was raised in Mildura, left school at 16, became pregnant at 17,
married at 18, moved back to Melbourne and had two children by the time I was 19. All of this has certainly had an
impact on my life and the kind of lesbian I am. And because I've never had a career as such, these influences have lead
me to choose all manner of interesting ways to support myself. Not least that I haven't bought into the capitalist
consumer-oriented way of being. After some initial nursing training and then waitressing for a number of years, I went
back to school when my children did and eventually graduated from La Trobe Uni in 1976. In the meantime, I started
writing and because I kept getting rejection slips from publishers (apart from the short stories that were printed in
Rabelais) I decided to self-publish my work, beginning with a book of poetry in 1976, then short stories and a couple of
novels in subsequent years which were printed by Sybylla Press. By this time I had joined the Brunswick
Consciousness Raising Group in 1972, separated in 1973 and became a feminist activist in the Women's Liberation
Movement while I raised the children more or less on my own. As any feminist from the 1970s will tell you they were
exciting and full-on times. We were not only developing feminist theory we were making the changes in our lives to suit
our philosophy and at the same time putting our theories into action by setting up activist collectives, the Women's
Liberation Centre, rape crises centres and women's refuges amongst other political actions too numerous to mention.
After I got back from 12 months travelling overseas, I got a job as a refuge coordinator and helped set up the Matilda
Women's Refuge in 1978. For the first time I was paid to do activist work. I was also a founding member of Women's
Liberation Switchboad and came out as a lesbian. Into the 1980s and as the children left home I was busier than ever. I
worked on the trams as a connie / driver in 1982, went overseas in 1983, joined the Women's Liberation Archives in
1984, established Dykebooks as a self-publishing venture and put out another seven of my novels. I wrote plays and set
up the Purple Parrots, a lesbian feminist performing group, to perform several of them at the Kingston Hotel in 1986. I
was a founding member of the Aboriginal Rights Solidarity Group in 1986, attended the first National 10/40 Conference
(for feminists over 40) in 1987, subsequently helped organised the Melbourne based 10/40 in 1992 and went to almost
all of the annual 10/40s in every state. I supported the Women's Liberation Buildings and helped to organise the large
fundraising Summer and Winter Women's Balls twice a year. Into the 1990s I was a member of the organising collective
for the Lesbian Festival and Conference in Melbourne in 1990 and subsequently went to all the annual LesFests round
Australia. I was a founding member of Amazon Theatre, another lesbian performing group, and the Women's Circus
where I learnt to walk on stilts at age 47 and participated in the International Women's NGO Forum in Beijing in 1995. I
was a founding member of the Matrix Guild Inc in 1992 which was set up to offer support to lesbians over 40 and
initiated and was the Director of the Performing Older Women's Circus for womyn over 40 in 1995. I started painting and
exhibiting pictures, became a grandmother for the first time in 1996 and supported my partner at the time through her
battle with and subsequent death from ovarian cancer in 1998. Into the new millennium and in 2000 I had a Croning
Ceremony to mark my entry into this last significant stage of my life, Spinifex Press published The C-Word (the first time
I'd had a book published by a publishing house) and I met Ardy Tibby who has been my partner for these past almost
five years. This is just to highlight not only some of my many lesbian feminist commitments over these past thirty plus
years but to show how politically active and creatively diverse the lesbian community has been. The 10/40s, the Matrix
Guild and POW Circus with their emphasis on challenging ageist assumptions and providing supportive environments
for lesbians over 40 have all contributed enormously to demystifying our prejudices and fears about our older age and
have enabled many of us to embrace getting older in a positive and life-affirming way that has enriched our middle-age
and crone years immeasurably. At the age of 61, I'm nowhere near as active as I was and yet my passion for this radical
lesbian feminist lifestyle, which includes attending most of the lesbian gatherings both here and interstate when I can
and contributing to and being part of the lesbian community here in Victoria, seems not to have abated any. I now have
three grandchildren, I meditate every morning and do tai chi every afternoon. Above all I'm still writing more than ever,
still sexually active, still resolutely involved in the Victorian Women's Liberation and Lesbian Feminist Archives, still
travelling interstate and overseas, still engaged in a number of projects and on a number of collectives. And needless to
say, still enjoying my life as an older radical lesbian feminist a great deal.
Jean Taylor
_________________________________________________

Margaret Taylor: My Coming Out.
Margaret lives in Bendigo. She is a 74 years old retired psychiatric nurse, part of Friends Alike of
Bendigo, and a long standing member of Matrix Guild.
I feel that if you are gay and sufficiently sure of yourself, you owe it to what you are to stand up and be counted. To make
an impression, to express views and disagree if need be, because you believe in what you are.

I always had an idea that I wasn’t conformist. When I was about eight years old - that is before World War II - an elderly
woman said to me, ‘Well dear, you’ll grow up and get married and have children.’ And I, aged eight if you please, said,
‘Well, I maybe I’ll have the children but I’m not so sure about the husband!’ Of course, that was heresy. In those days
Australia was a very prim, restricted, judgemental, narrow-minded sort of place.
I first realised the direction of this difference when I was about seventeen. I read a love poem that was written to a
woman and thought, ‘Blimey, I feel like that.’ I’d been fed the conventional bullshit that you’ll find happiness in a happy
marriage. Me, looking around at what was available, thinking, ‘Well, where do you find a happy marriage? I’m not
impressed with that lot.’ I finally came to the conclusion that life was just one damn prick after another, and they were
none of them were doing me any good, so why would I bother? I went rather unsuccessfully to a university in another
state, and while there I conducted a full-sized lesbian affair. I decided that was where I wanted to be. By the age of
twenty five I had successfully managed to avoid matrimony and moved out of where I was living. I’ve been a selfsupporting lesbian ever since.
.
My most public coming out was … I had a dear friend who I think was the oldest out lesbian in Australia. She always
had been a lesbian, but she was a teacher and that was one profession you didn’t dare come out in, because parents
immediately got the idea that you wanted to lay hands on their snotty little kids. It was always known about my friend,
Monte Punshon, but she didn’t wave it about. When she was one hundred years old, several lesbians got together and
started taking Monte around, so she came out quite publicly.
There was an interview with Monte in Jan Hellier’s and Ken Payne’s City Rhythm. Mike Walsh got to hear about her,
and he invited her to Sydney and I went along too. Mike interviewed her, and it was a hoot. She was about a hundred
and two then, bright as a button. We had all sorts of people wanting interviews, and we were contacted by the Ray
Martin Show. This time I was sitting there, on the television screen with Monte. So there was I, sitting larger-than-life on
the screen. I was on holidays from my hospital then - I was a charge sister with mental health in Victoria - and when I
came back the whole hospital was in a buzz! So I have had perhaps the most public coming out imaginable.
Being a lesbian is an integral part of oneself. To older women who have been carrying this secret knowledge of
themselves, I say give it a go. You may find out that the wholeness, the integrity that you get from acknowledging all that
there is of you, is worth the effort, the risk, the uncertainty, and you may be richly rewarded.
Coming Home: interviews with women who came after 40, was produced jointly by Women’s Health in the South
East , 03: 9783 3211 and Matrix Guild 03: 9347 2532. Copies are $11 each.
Friends Alike of Bendigo can be contacted on 03 5439 6505.
____________
Matrix has a new WEB PAGE: http://home.vicnet.net.au/~matrix/welcome.htm
[Or do a GOOGLE search by name]
We need to keep it updated with current Matrix Activities.
Does anyone have skills in the area? Contact jkent1@vtown.com.au or 0438 411 441.
)))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))000000((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

Lesbians in the Community
(LIC)
We are inviting women interested in joining us in forming a group to acquire property and develop it as lesbian land in
Victoria. Currently there are a dozen of us working on this project. After many meetings and viewing of properties we
have found a suitable property and we intend to put in an offer on it. It is a well built 4b/room mud brick house on 6
beautiful acres in Warburton (2 mins to the shops). Half is natural bush and half cleared. It is private, at the end of a no
through road and backing on to a state forest, has solar power and back up generator, tank water and pumping rights to
the creek that runs through it. A garage that can be converted to living space, stables, vege garden, orchard, hot house
and chook shed. The views out to the mountains are magnificent. It has a really peaceful feel about it, and you could
easily imagine lots of women there.
The asking price is $350,000-385,000. We have $350,000 and are seeking another $30,000 to cover the offer of
$360,000 and stamp duty fees of $20,000.
LIC (Lesbians in Community) as an associated body would part own the property and the money from women would be
considered a share in LIC. The plans are to pay shareholders back over time, but in the event of the property being sold
in the short term all shareholders will receive the equivalent percentage of what they put in. Contributing money at this
stage doesn't mean you have to live in, but we are also keen to hear expressions of interest from those who may wish to
live in (whether you have money to put in or not).
If you are interested in contributing money to this venture please contact Carole as soon as possible on 03 5966 2053.
Leave a message if I'm not home or ring my mobile 0405 380 848 and I'll get back to you. Or reply to
carole@netcon.net.au You may be able to view it on the internet. The agent is Bell Real Estate.
***************************************

MIDSUMMA FESTIVAL
PRIDE MARCH www.pridemarch.org.au
DATE: Sunday 5 February 2006
TIME: 4pm start at Fitzroy St, St Kilda.
Once again Love Makes A Family will march as a contingent - wear your
brightest rainbow colours, bring your friends, and join us.
20th Jan to 12th Feb 2006
The Melbourne 2006 Midsumma Carnival is to be held in
Treasury Gardens – right in the city centre – on Sunday 12th Feb 2006.
Matrix Guild will BE THERE.
**********************************

EMPLOYMENT
for
Qualified Lesbians
We now have 7 women interested in working in our Services and One client
(and we haven’t even advertised as yet)
The Matrix Home Based Services will start off as a small initiative but will expand as it attracts financial assistance and
clients. It will provide relief for eligible aged, disabled or chronically ill lesbians.
The Services will incorporate health, therapy, home care and maintenance related services and involve qualified
practitioners. If you are qualified in an area that you consider fits these services and would like to be considered for the
services send us your expression of interest and your resume, clearly detailing your experience and qualifications. If
selected the committee will advise you of when you will be required to attend an interview.
Now is your chance to work with our community and become involved in a unique service for older Victorian lesbians.
Further information Jane Kent 03: 9347 2532 jkent1@vtown.com.au

The following is a heavily edited version of

Take Control: A Guide to Powers of Attorney and
Guardianship
NB. Edited material is alluded to by 3 dots (…).
The publication is produced by the Office of the Public Advocate and Victoria Legal Aid.
Office of the Public Advocate, 5th Floor, 436 Lonsdale Street, Melb. 3000. 9603 9500 or 1800 136 829.
publicadvocate@justice.vic.gov.au - www.publicadvocate.vic.gov.au
Victoria Legal Aid, 350 Queen Street, Melb. 3000. 9269 0234 Country: 1800 677 402
Disclaimer: The information in this book was current at the time of printing, (…) Get legal advice before acting on the
information that follows.

Chapter 1: Eight Steps to follow to make a power of attorney or
guardianship:
The requirements
In order to appoint someone your power of attorney (either general or enduring) or guardian, you must: be 18 years of
age or over and have sufficient capacity to make the appointment. (…) If you are unsure if you have capacity, see your
lawyer, who may recommend that some expert opinions are obtained as to your capacity. (…)

Step 2: What happens without an enduring power of attorney or
guardianship?
Not everybody bothers about making appointments of enduring powers of attorney or guardianship. There is certainly
nothing to say that you have to. But it is important that you understand the consequences of not appointing someone
with these decision-making powers.
Not appointing a decision-maker could lead to considerable conflict over who should take charge of the decisionmaking process if you become unable to do this yourself.
The way in which that conflict will be resolved will depend on the type of decisions involved.

Financial and lifestyle decisions
If you do not appoint an enduring power of attorney (financial) or guardian, and you lose legal capacity to make your
own decisions, then only the Guardianship List can appoint someone with the legal authority to make decisions on your
behalf.
This involves a formal hearing before the Guardianship List, where evidence would be heard about whether or not you
have lost legal capacity and whether or not you need to have someone appointed to make decisions for you.
If the Guardianship List decides that you need someone to make decisions about your finances or legal affairs, they will
appoint an administrator. If they decide that you need someone to make decisions for you about other aspects of your
life, they will appoint a guardian.
The Guardianship List has an obligation to take your views into account when appointing an administrator or guardian.
But ultimately the decision is theirs rather than yours.
Guardianship hearings, while not as formal as a court hearing, can still be very stressful for everyone involved. There
can be considerable conflict amongst family and friends about who is best placed to make decisions for you.
Appointing someone with enduring power of attorney or guardianship ahead of time avoids this conflict.

Medical treatment decisions
If you do not appoint an enduring power of attorney (medical treatment) (or enduring guardian with power to make
medical treatment decisions), and you develop a disability that leaves you unable to make your own decisions about
medical treatment, then whoever is first on the following list will be able to make medical treatment decisions for you:
someone already appointed by the Guardianship List to make medical decisions for you
someone you have appointed in some other way in writing to make medical treatment decisions for you
your spouse
your primary carer (cannot be a paid professional carer), or
your nearest relative. (…)

Step 3: Choosing the right power for you
The four different powers of attorney and guardianship explained in Take Control have their own purpose and value.
Depending on your circumstances you may want to put all the arrangements in place. However, it is also possible that
your circumstances will be such that not all four arrangements will be relevant to what you need. (…)
What do you want to achieve?
Do you want to deal with practical problems that are arising now or in the immediate future?
For example, needing someone to:
manage your financial affairs while you are away on holiday or in hospital
carry out financial transactions for you because you are physically unable to do so yourself (such as through frailty,
disability or physical remoteness).
If YES, then you might need to appoint someone with a general power of attorney.
If you give someone a general power of attorney, that power will come to an immediate end if you lose legal capacity to
make decisions. This could be very awkward if your attorney is in the process of conducting business for you.

Do you want to prepare yourself for problems that might arise in the future?
For example, needing someone to:
manage your finances if, at some stage in the future, you are unable to do so yourself. For example, if you were
involved in a car accident, you might acquire a brain injury that affects your ability to make decisions
make medical treatment decisions for you because you experience episodes of mental illness during which you
are unable to make those decisions for yourself
make decisions about where you will live if, at some time in the future, you cannot do so yourself because you
have dementia.
If YES, then you might need to appoint someone with an enduring power of attorney or guardianship.(…)

Common questions about choosing the right power for you
Can someone appointed with enduring power of attorney (financial) also make decisions about my medical
treatment and accommodation?
No. If you want someone who will have the authority to make decisions about your medical treatment and
accommodation, then you must appoint an enduring power of attorney (medical treatment) and enduring power of

guardianship.
Can someone appointed with enduring power of guardianship also make decisions about my finances?
No. If you want someone who will have the authority to make decisions about your financial or legal affairs, then
you must appoint an enduring power of attorney (financial).
Can someone appointed with enduring power of guardianship make decisions about my medical treatment?
Yes, but if you have also appointed someone with enduring power of attorney (medical treatment), they will take
precedence over your guardian for all medical treatment decisions. An enduring guardian cannot refuse medical
treatment on your behalf. Only somebody with enduring power of attorney (medical treatment) can do this.

Step 4: Choosing whom to appoint(…)
Here are some things to think about when deciding whom to appoint.
You can appoint more than one decision-maker
You can appoint one or more persons as your decision-makers. You can choose to appoint them:
jointly (which means that they can only act with the agreement of them all and any documents must be signed by
all of them together),or
jointly and severally (which means that any of them can act and sign documents together or alone).
Appointing more than one decision-maker can help to ensure you get a balance of perspectives. For example, you might
choose to appoint one person who knows you well (such as a friend or relative) and another person who has a good
knowledge of financial management issues (such as an accountant).(…)

Step 5: The Four Powers
In this chapter you will find basic information about all of the arrangements discussed in Take Control. (…) For this
information, application forms & Steps 6,7 & 8 go to www.publicadvocate.vic.gov.au
Edited by Jane Kent.

The Victorian Seniors Festival 2006
Matrix presents two events in the Festival:

The Matrix Lesbian Picnic in the Botanical Gardens
and the other event we present in collaboration with the Department of Human Services, Vintage
Men and the ALSO Foundation is the

Rainbow Tea Dance.
Victorian Seniors Festival has been postponed due to the Commonwealth Games.
The new dates are 1 - 8 October,
which aligns it with the
United Nations International Day of the Older Person on 1 October.
Watch this space for updates next year.

Other ACTIVITIES Around Town
GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR
For a comprehensive list of upcoming events visit the Gay & Lesbian
Community Events Calendar at http://www.glcec.20m.com
*******************************

Melbourne Queer Film Festival,
ACMI, Federation Square 2nd - 12 March.
www.mebournequeerfilm.com.au or info@melbournequeerfilm.com.au
***********************************************

CHILL OUT FESTIVAL Daylesford
10th - 13th March, www.chilloutfestival.com or info@chilloutfestival.com.au
*******************************************************

Lesbian Leather and Lace Cabaret & Dance (Chillout Festival - March 12)
The Palais, 111 Main Rd Hepburn Springs. Ph (03) 5348 4849
www.thepalais.com.au or email palais@netconnect.com.au
*************************************************************************
SHE BAR - www.shebar.org, 0419 992 966. Women Only Events
4th Saturday of each month. Featuring, Diva Michelle Parsons & Shebar's resident DJ Rifraf struttin' her stuff,
smiling, and certainly spinning your favourites and requests.
Looking for a fun nite, with great entertainment, "The Woodlands Hotel" 84 - 92 Sydney Road, Coburg - Fantastic
Beer Garden - Drinks @ Bar Prices - Parking - Meals 6.00 - 8.00pm - Door prizes. Registered Midsumma event on
Sat. Jan. 28th and Sat. Feb. 11th. Entry for Midsumma Conc.: $ 9.00 Full: $10.00 Group: {10} $ 8.00. PS. THE
MONTH OF FEB. ONLY ALL SHEBAR GIGS WILL BE @ "THE WOODLANDS HOTEL"
*********************************************************************************
LYNX - wendy_k@hotmail.com, 8707 4635
Interesting Websites from LYNX
www.outnproudmelb.com.au
www.groups.yahoo.com/group/lesconnectmelb
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Matrix Guild Victoria Inc
A voice for older lesbians
Matrix Guild was founded by and for the benefit of lesbians over forty years of age. We are committed to the support of
appropriate care and accommodation choices and alternative lifestyle options for older lesbians in Victoria.
Matrix Guild was founded on 9th May 1992 by a group of lesbians and it was incorporated in September 1992. The
visions and aims of these women were to raise money to assist and aid older/ disabled lesbians.
Matrix Guild Statement of Purposes
The Guild is established for the public charitable purposes of the relief of poverty, helplessness and suffering of women,
and in particular lesbians, by without limitation providing home based services and accommodation to aged,
disadvantaged and disabled women.
As an incidental and ancillary purpose, the Guild may provide training and education to home care providers on issues
relevant to caring for lesbians to increase the sensitivities of the carers and the standard of home care to lesbians.

Do you want to support Matrix? Here’s what you can do.
Organise and/or attend Matrix Guild fundraisers. The Satin and Silk Ball and the Denim and Leather Dance are fun
events. Watch out for publicity.
Include Matrix Guild Victoria Inc as a beneficiary in your will. There are already a handful of lesbians who have
done this. Phone Jane Kent on 03 9347 2532 or 0438 411 441 for information on how to go about it.
Become a financial member.
____________________________________________________________________________
If you would like to make a tax deductible donation to Matrix Guild
You will receive a receipt
From Matrix, with our ABN number on it, that states
The receipt is for a tax deductible gift
For Matrix Guild Victoria Inc. benevolent services.
Over 2005 Matrix will be defining where you can tag your gift for the benefit of
older / disabled lesbians.

